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C O U R B E T brings to your home the world’s precious heritage of centuries-old techniques, exceptional detailing and savoir-faire combined with contemporary
design.
AT E L I E R

Atelier Courbet’s shop and adjacent gallery results from founder Melanie Courbet’s
desire to advocate for the simple and pure value of master-craftsmanship and the global
cultural heritage it represents. Courbet scours the globe for exquisite objects, furniture
pieces, textiles, and home accessories. Crafted by some of the world’s most revered
and skilled hands, in workshops established as far back as the 15th century, the curated
selection encompasses one-of-a-kind or limited-edition pieces that marry traditional
techniques with contemporary design.
Among the workshops represented, Atelier Courbet introduces in New York, Paris’
revered master-craftsmen: Domeau & Pérès. Accompanying the duo’s signature collection one finds intricately cut crystal by The Cristallerie Royale de Saint-Louis, the
oldest glassmaker in Europe as well as museum-quality silver by Puiforcat. The French
silversmith is widely recognized for his influence and contribution to the Art Deco
movement across discipline and scale.
Along with the French masters, Atelier Courbet represents some of Japan’s most respected craftsmen. The curated pieces on display show rare painstaking craftsmanship
passed along for more than 15 generations.
Set inside the Brewster Carriage House, a landmarked building located on Broome
Street where SoHo intersects Nolita, the pieces are artfully arrayed in two adjoining
salons. Just as the wares at Atelier Courbet are the epitome of time-honored craft, so
is its 19th century building, which used to house the workshops of the famous coach
makers, Brewster & Co.

S A B I N E D E G U N Z B U R G is a purveyor of the highest quality hand woven silk
artist edition rugs, born from her impeccable taste, technical knowledge and relationships with some of the finest craftsmen and contemporary artists in the world.

As an ardent traveler and collector, Sabine de Gunzburg’s venture into couture rugs
stemmed from her realization that niche, hand-woven works, made to measure in custom-sizeds, colors, and motifs, did not exist. With six craftsmen based in northern India,
her mind was set to “create thick rugs made of 100 percent natural silk that was more
luxurious and resistant than wool”. The craftsmen have mastered a traditional knowhow allowing an infinite variety of combinations, while integrating state of the art techniques, producing work as sophisticated as a haute couture dress.
Sabine’s first efforts proved immediate success, and art rugs have now taken center
stage, challenging the notion that only tapestries may be considered fine art. Her heritage also proves a foundation in the world’s of grand antiques, haute décor, and fine art.
Sabine’s grandfather was a renowned Place Vendôme antiquarian; her mother worked
first with Jacques Grange in the decoration department of Didier Aaron, and then took
over the Saint Germain des Pres gallery of Lucie Weill, where she produced artist’s rugs
with some of the 20th century’s greatest names including Fernand Léger, Pablo Picasso,
Georges Braque, and Alexander Calder.
Sabine De Gunzburg’s collaborations include limited editions with Francis Picabia and
Serge Poliakoff (certified by the Estates), as well as contemporary artists Sam Szafran,
Matthias Bitzer, Guillermo Kuitca, Mark Barrow, and Peter Peri.

The history of Indian carpets exemplify technically refined taste in both design and
construction. Rug-weaving in India and its northern regions traces to a period as early as
500 B.C. with references to the earliest woven mats and floor coverings found in ancient
and medieval Indian literature.
However, it is said that when Babur, the founder of the Mughal Dynasty, came to India
in the early 16th century, he was disappointed by the lack of opulence He missed the
luxuries of Persia, which included, of course, the Persian carpet. So beginning at the
great palace in Agra, his successor, Akbar the Great, set fourth to lay the foundation of
the carpet weaving tradition. Mughal weavers not only used the Persian technique of
carpet weaving, but were also influenced by the traditional designs and brightly colored
motifs from Persia. And although they were inspired by designs of Kirman, Kashan,
Esfahan, and Heart, the styles evolved as per the royal tastes and colloquial Indian
aesthetics.

THE MASTER WEAVERS

In the early 17th century, during Jahangir’s reign, Indian carpets became more superior.
Materials like silk and pashmina were used that permitted greater number of knots to
be included in the art works.The use of silk and pashmina piles gave the carpets a velvety like texture and the tightly woven nature of the techniques, resembled miniature
paintings. Yarn shading became popular, allowing for subtle gradations and shadings
with yarns were themselves artistic. By the mid-17th century, during Shahjahan`s reign,
the art of Indian carpets reached new heights. Warps and wefts of fine silk yarns incorporated nearly 4,500 knots per square inch.
Though like all other crafts, carpet making also saw a downfall for sometime, but the
traditions sustained through select and highly regarded families. To this day, Indian
weavers are considered to produce the most technical, skillful, and classically crafted
carpets and rugs in the world. In 1958, there were 14 factories with 350 looms and 80
cottage units with 400 looms, which expanded to a number of 3,500 carpet weavers in
1974, and amassed to a total number of nearly 48,000 people by the early 1990’s . This
remarkable expansion of the carpet industry is mainly due to the program of intensive
artisan training, introduced and sponsored by the All-India Handicraft Board. Under
this program, numerous groups of women have been trained, cultivating expert skills
and carrying on a know-how that has been deeply rooted in their culture for generations.
Sabine de Gunzburg collaborates with an elite workshop of highly skilled master weavers from the Himalaya. Under her creative direction, the Art Rug Editions, as well as
sophisticated bespoke pieces have come to realization. Sabine was named Ambassador
of the Franco-Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for her contribution and
support of the traditional heritage of the rug-weaving craftsmanship and her support of
the local weavers community.

THE COLLECTION

FRANCIS PICABIA

Francis Picabia was born Jan. 22, 1879 in Paris, France. Throughout his life he became
a French painter, illustrator, designer, writer, and editor. After studying at the cole des
Beaux-Arts and the cole des Arts Dcoratifs, he painted for a time in an Impressionist style and later adopted a Cubist style. Picabia went on to combine the Cubist style
with Orphic elements.
In 1915 in New York City, Picabia, Marcel Duchamp, and Man Ray together founded
an American Dadaist movement and about a year later he began to paint the machinelike settings that are his chief contribution to Dadaism. In 1917 Picabia returned to
Europe and joined Dadaist movements in Barcelona, Paris, and Zurich. After the disappearance of Dadaism he began painting in Surrealist, abstract, and figurative styles.

L’ASTROLABE
FR A N CIS

PIC A BIA

Featuring artist’s signature, certified by the Estate
Limited edition of 6
Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

DOMINO
FR A N CIS

PIC A BIA

Featuring artist’s signature, certified by the Estate
Limited edition of 6
Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

SERGE POLIAKOFF

Serge Poliakoff was born in Moscow on 8 January 1900. He is valued as one of the most
important members of the Ecole de Paris. He moved to Paris in 1923, where he spent
most years of his life.
While earning a living as a musician Poliakoff first began painting. He enrolled at the
Académie Forchot and Académie de la Grande Chaumière in Paris 1929, then went to
London in 1935 to study at the Slade School of Art. His beginning works were variations of academic traditions and predominantly figurative motifs such as nudes, houses, and trees. After 1935 Poliakoff increasingly turned towards abstract art, using color
without any figurative context. Strong artist influences for Poliakoff were Kandisky and
Otto Freudlich. Poliakoff developed a very individual form of abstract painting, arranging different colored fields next to one another.
During the 1940s shades of brown and grey were prominent in his works, while after
the 1950s he expanded to working with bright tones, however dropped the vivid colors
again in his later work. Poliakoff’s paintings were shown at international exhibitions
during the 1950s and 1960s. Serge Poliakoff died in Paris on 12 October 1969.

UNTITLED
SER G E

P O L I A KO F F

Featuring artist’s signature, certified by the Estate
Limited edition of 6
Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

MATTHIAS BITZER

Matthias Bitzer was born in 1975 in Stuttgart, Germany. Based in Berlin, the artist works
with multiple media to create abstract sculptures, drawings, and paintings. Interested
in personal identity, Bitzer plays with the visual language of modernism, combining
figurative portraits with abstract, geometric designs.
His work often draws on the biographies of historical individuals, with his subjects
including the novelist Joseph Conrad, the Portuguese poet Fernando Pessoa, and
the German avant-garde musicians Kurt Weill and Lotte Lenya, who are known for
their collaborations with playwright Bertolt Brecht. In 2010, Bitzer was the recipient
of the prestigious Otto Dix Prize, awarded annually to an emerging artist from a German-speaking country.
Throughout his career, Bitzer has shown in nearly two dozen solo exhibitions throughout Europe and the United States, gaining him the attention of the international art
market, and garnering him the respect and placement with notable private collectors
and institutions. He is represented by the Almine Rech Gallery in Europe and Marianne Boesky Gallery in New York.

UNTITLED
M AT T H I A S

BIT ZER

Featuring artist’s signature
Limited edition of 6
The piece was commissioned by Mrs. Almine
Rech Picasso for the Almine Rech Gallery.
Available at Atelier Courbet for the Artists Rugs
Exhibition from March through June, 2014
Courtesy of the artist and the Almine Rech Gallery
Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 175 x 225 cm (5.75’ x 7.38’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

FRANK GEHRY

Frank Gehry was born in Toronto, Canada on February 28, 1929. He studied at the
University of Southern California and Harvard University. Gehry then launched his
architectural office in Los Angeles in 1962. He is among the most acclaimed architects
of the 20th century, and he has been the recipient of dozens of awards recognizing
excellence in architecture including the Pritzker Architecture Prize, which honors “significant contributions to humanity and the built environment through the art of architecture.” Gehry is known for his use of bold, postmodern shapes and unusual fabrications in design and architecture exploring structural strength, fluidity and form with
uncommon materials.

UNTITLED
FR A N K

G E H RY

Featuring artist’s signature
Limited edition of 3+1 AP
Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

VLADIMIR KAGAN

Vladimir Kagan was born in Worms, Germany in 1927. His earliest focus in art was on
painting and sculpture and later evolved spotlight architecture and design. After coming to the United States in 1938, he studied Architecture at Columbia University and in
1947 joined his father, Illi Kagan, a master cabinetmaker, to work in his woodworking
shop where he learned furniture making from the ground up.
Connoisseurs and museums are avidly collecting his designs today and Kagan’s furniture is in private collections worldwide. His prize-winning designs have been published in books and magazines internationally.

COLOR TREE III
V L A DIM IR

K AG A N

Featuring artist’s signature
Limited edition of 3+1 AP
Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

S2G DESIGN COLLECTION

Sabine de Gunzburg and Atelier Courbet invite their international clientele to commission their own rug of custom design, working hand-in-hand with some of the the
most meticulous weavers in the southern region of the Himalaya. Exemplifying this
ability, renown purveyor of fine hand-knotted silk rugs in Paris, Ms. de Gunzburg has
developed a collection of her own designs available at Atelier Courbet.

ORANGE DOTS
S 2 G

D E S I GN

RED CHANCE
S2G

DESIG N

Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya

Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya

Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)

Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)

The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.

CIRCLES
S 2 G

D E S I GN

Material: 100% natural silk
Hand-woven and hand-dyed at the feet of the Himalaya
Exhibition piece available: 150 x 240 cm (5’ x 8’)
The artist’s rugs are made upon order and may be sized at patron’s discretion.
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